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became an investigative journalist in 1988. On the 30th of
March 1988, to be exact: the day after ANC representative
Dulcie September was murdered in Paris, France, 500km
away from Amsterdam,

Where I lived. Until then | had
been a reporter, quite an ordinary sort of
reporter. Interviewing people, going some-

where, writing up what | saw. Now, from the
moment | heard the news on the radio, the
morning after the murder, | had to find out

)
S
something. Something really difficult.

Who killed Dulcie September?

No, I am lying. 1 did not become
an investigative journalist on that day.
Because I, like the anti-apartheid move-
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ment in Holland and the ANC, z\*\‘\‘é\\“‘&\\ ©
hou already knew who Kille
tl:)ulc?gtll had t(cj)ybe apartheid dea(tjh \&\\‘ ‘\?&\@‘&“
Squads ~ who else? There was noth-

ing much to investigate, | thought.
| planned on writing a story about
death squads in Western Europe

and the lax, permissive attitude of the Western govern-
ments, which did not protect South African exi
ayear or two | tried to write that story,
desperately grasping at every
elsewhere, anything,

squad”,
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les from racist killers. For
running around in circles,

bit of gossip printed and stated
anything containing the words “apartheid death

I only became an investigative journalist much later, after editor
after editor had rejected my carefully constructed stories, pointing out
that a list of rumours and whispers attached to an assumption did not

amount to evidence of murder. And why, they asked, why would
apartheid death squads have killed thi

S woman? Why would they have
come all the way to France to do that? Well, that’s easy, | would say.
Because they are evil, that’s why. and every time | said that, yet
another editor started to smile and told me to come back when |
had grown up.

It took me years, numerous flat fal
nental move to become an investigative journalist — that is, if I am really
one now. To learn that; there are no easy answers; nothing is simple;
assumptions are deadly; rumours are often mongered to deviate the
Press on purpose (why, there are entire state agencies dedicated to
doing just that); one rarely benefits much from deep
throat-type sources and that there is a lot more, and more real,
information out there, ready to be grabbed, from statistics, budgets and
tender documents. Numbers are of course not nearly as exciting as a
meeting in a dark alley with one’s own Deep Throat, but often a lot
more revealing, let alone reliable. My biggest discovery in the Dulcie
September investigation was the Registrar of Companies in Pretoria; it
was there that I found t

he arms dealers she, Dulcie, had been on the
trail of shortly before she died. If onl

journalism course back then, in 1988

But my own lack of skill and training was not the only reason
why this investigation took 12 years. There was also the problem that
archives and record systems were often in disarray; police dockets
vanished; government dep

artments seemed to be run on the instruc-
tion that “under no circumstances is the taxpayer to know
what is going on here” and no inst

itution or well-resourced
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Newspaper had ever bothered to keep
an eye on powerful elites Who had been
plundering tax coffers, and/or were involved
with international inter
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. PPy to be seen as the enemy by the
independents, “Why must | feel guilty to work for
public radio?” askeqd one. “Granted, the government
does not always welcome investigations, but We try to
he same. And some of the independent
newspapers’

: owners also don’t ljke prying into their
affairs. They are not neutral entities ejther.”
I don't know to which camp |

Turn over for more.




promise in this regard. Training institutions such as 1AJ and Nordic
SADC Journalism Centre in Mozambique, are focusing on investigative
journalism, giving tailored courses. Internationally, global
investigative journalism networks are being set up. With
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all of this happening it becomes feasible t0 think of
more initiatives assisting investigative journalists, or
those who want to become «13s”, with practical skills and
other support. What we need now is more sophisticated
Internet search training, so that we can learn where to find
what in the least possible time. In the US, ls are taught to
work with balance sheets and spreadsheets, SO that they can
discover more than isolated events: they oW discover trends.
This is important for Africa, too: we don’t know, for example, which
sectors of our economies are increasingly drained and unprofitably so
for the public. New analysing tools and IT skills can help us to deepen
our skills in this regard. We need to learn to analyse society in a way that
will help us seek out stories that affect the public interest. Where is
something rotten likely to occur? We want to learn to dig out the stories
with the least possible dependency on eager rumour-mongers. 1f we
could be taught to be more effective and proactive; to use tip sheet for-
mats and manuals, and to use legislation such as the Freedom of
Information Act, maybe we could do better stories in less time.

And then maybe there could be more of us. Maybe the
growth of investigative journalism as a profession can pe assisted even
outside urban areas. Mayhbe it could become less male, less white, less
national capital-centred. Donors, NGOs and training institutions could
support the spread of I skills, including Internet technology, training and
resources in countries, areas and social sectors where people up to now

have no means to question events affecting them. Gender sensitivity is

not only right in theory: in the light of the regularity of attacks on the
public interest in areas where mainly women live, it is a must. Where

training is difficult to give, maybe promising individuals
could be assisted to find placements. And childcare.

The more of us there are, and the more connected we are, the more
we can work to publish and broadcast stories which will assist the public
to find out what is going on around them, and what the powers-that-be
in their areas and countries are up to. Networking will help us, here in
Africa, to break bigger stories: after all, the oil company that bribes gov-
ernment leaders in oneé country in the sub-Saharan region, will most
likely do that in another country too. Instead of having one story about
one corrupt local official, we could have & much bigger, more complete
one to publish simultaneously in several countries.

Networking on the internet will assist us 10 link to professional skills
and other support worldwide. Which is what we hope to achieve through
the recently formed Foundation of African Investigative Reporters (Fair).
Through Fair — and its website to be — investigative journalists will be
able to contact each other, mentor each other and even co-ordinate Cross-
border investigative projects. Hopefully, Fair will put an end to the
despondent isolation in which many investigative journalists, espe-
cially in countries and areas lacking in infrastructure, operate. It aims O
assist the establishment of investigative journalism as a profession in all
areas in Africa, including rural areas.

Of course there is still competition among us. 1t would be silly to ask
a journalist to share a scoop before s/he has published it. It is not going to
work like that easily, or without hiccups, but ONE thing | know for
sure: there are more than enough stories out there. And, if
Africans are to know what is really happening around them so that they
can vote and act wisely, these stories desperately need to be recorded.

The book Murder in Paris, on the murder of Dulcie September, was published in
the Netherlands in 2001 and will be published by Jacana in SA later this year.

The Institute for the Advancement of journalism (1AJ) in Johannesburg
contracted Evelyn Groenink to do a survey on the situation and needs of inves-
tigative journalists in Southern Africa last year, and has recently assisted an
inter-regional group of investigative journalists to form the Fair network.

Evelyn Groenink is a journalist and researcher, having published several books
on South Africa in the Netherlands. She currently functions as the facilitator of
Foundation of African Investigative Reporters, a professional association of
working journalists committed to improving pan-African reporting standards
and access to information. Groenink can be contacted on pinkie@intekom.co.za



