Political cynicism,

Returning to the UK,

the usual questions about how it is
going in South Africa. | reflect that a
major plus for me in South Africa is the
relative absence of cynicism compared
with England. South Africans argue,
disagree, struggle: they face hard issues
and go for conflict resolution and act as
though they believed their opponents
are human beings with a viewpoint and
a soul. Even when talk collapses and
people fight, there is a genuine passion
for some sort of justice, rather than the
coldness, the easy brutality of cynicism.
Romantic view maybe; bear with it
anyway for the moment.
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Wither the

Sadly, the exception to that (romantic) notion
seems 1o be found within the English-language
press. Lest I am misunderstood: that is a con-
scious generalisation to which T know there are
many exceptions; it is not a stereotype, which
is a product of assumptions, not thought. The
English-language press is often brave and
original, creative, passionate and non-preten-
tious. Those qualities are the opposite of cyni-
cal.

The cynicism is symbolised by random over-
use of the term PC (political correctness) as an
insult. It means we worldly, successtul people
are tough enough not to care whether our
words or action hurt vulnerable people—in
fact we like to amuse each other by sneering at
those who do care. It includes an “as we all
know™ quality, which suggests there is no more
to be said once the PC label has been applied:
its object has no option but to apologise for a
breach at the very least if good humour and/or
good taste.

The term PC was first coined, apparently, in
the United States where small groups of equal-
ity zealots, semi-Marxists, applied the phrase
to the unreconstructed old order who refused
to adapt to new ideas about equality of esteem.
“Correct” is of course a horrible authoritarian
concept when applied to ideas; so the phrase
was a gift to reaction—the perfect weapon for
the backlash against the trend towards egali-
tarianism.

Of course, doing or saying anything for the
sake of image or effect is hypocritical. Making
changes because they would please the big bat-
talions of the left or the right is unattractive
and untrustworthy, and may be said to be
inspired by political correctness in the real
sense. But not all changes in outlook, not all
widening of perspective, is about currying
favour. In fact, the righteous indignation over
PC is very often itself hypocritical because it is
a cover for the wish to preserve the status quo
and existing privilege.



There is being created a new form of political correctness, taking the

cynical line that no one is to be trusted, that all action to correct the

past is a cover for self-interest, and “hate speech” is what Black people

use in disagreeing with White people, not the other way round. This new

form of PC is, as much as the old, a substitute for thinking.




Intellectual muddle leading to double standards is common in the more liberal of the English language press.

6 Lt the people know the facts
and the country will be safe 99

Abraham Lincoln
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Racism is not only about the personal intentions of the perpetrator. Racism

is a cultural mind-set, centred in the idea of White superiority which

becomes embedded in the psyche of all of us. It is the result of centuries

during which we have all been conditioned to norms of behaviour, thought

patterns, assumptions, values, images, language issues and relationships

which have dug themselves in way below where we have immediate

conscious access to them.



