Winner of

the 1993
Ilford Press
Photographer
of the Year
award

Police
altemplt
Lo arrest
an armed
man in
Ratanda
township.

- SILVA

JOAO SILVA, one of South Africa’s leading conflict photog-
raphers and winner of the Ilford Press Photographer of the
Year award, is reluctant to talk about himself or his work.

Born in Portugal, Silva grew up in Mozambique and spent
some time in Lisbon before arriving in South Africa in 1976.
He doesn’t fill in any of the biographical details, but says he
came to photography by chance about five years ago when he
borrowed a friend’s camera at Johannesburg’s Grand Prix race
track at Kyalami and realised that photography was “some-
thing I could do”. HAROLD GESS reports @
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1990: Zulu women attack an ANC supporter in Thokoza.

“The camera is a threat to the
perpretrators of violence”

CONTINUED
territory. If you can’t take
that you shouldn’t be there.
“Still, South Africa’s
relatively easy to work in
because you always come
back out into your sane
reality, your home and your
TV and music and
everything. I've been in other
places like Angola, Sudan,
Somalia and Mozambique. In
places like Somalia you live
in a war zone all the time.
There’s no comfortable hotel
to go back to. There’s no
getting back to reality. It
leaves you very, very tired
and emotionally drained.
“The press has exposed so
much with pictures of

executions, massacres,
brutality and so on. You may
see something going on and
think, ‘God that’s so gross.
How can they do that?’ The
point is that what’s innocence
in your mind may not be
innocence in someone else’s
mind.

“You see someone, maybe
an Inkatha guy gets killed and
it’s clearly murder, but you
don’t know what happened
before the incident. Maybe he
was involved in a killing
earlier on and what you're
watching is revenge. You
can’t know.

“The camera is a threat to
the perpetrators of violence.
A number of people are

arrested because of pictures,
Then, it’s often complex. The
police want pictures and I
won’t give them any. I'm
being subpoenaed under
Section 205 at the moment.
They want the pictures but
that’s not what I take pictures
for. If I were to give my
pictures to the police, I would
be making myself and all
joumnalists more of a target
than they already are.

“I like motorcycles.
Watching Grand Prix racing
is good. IfI get time off on a
Sunday — but often Sundays
are busy with funerals or
something — I go rock
climbing. Nothing makes you
feel more alive.” @
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